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ham radio == amateur radio?

• The term "ham" was first a pejorative term used in professional wired 
telegraphy during the 19th century, to mock operators with poor 
Morse code-sending skills ("ham-fisted”) 
• This term continued to be used after the invention of radio and the 

proliferation of amateur experimentation with wireless telegraphy; 
among land- and sea-based professional radio operators, "ham" 
amateurs were considered a nuisance.  
• The use of "ham" meaning "amateurish or unskilled" survives today 

sparsely in other disciplines (e.g. "ham actor").



why interested in ham radio at all?

• movies / pop culture 
• always curious about it 
• never knew what it “really” was



why interested in ham radio at all?
• Kinda similar to hacking 
• curious people 
• tinkerers 
• can be technical 
• DIY / hands-on

hacking ham radio
fucking around  

and 
finding out



So where to start?

• Lots going in the hobby and thus generic googling is confusing 
• One thing was for certain, an FCC license is needed to legally transmit. 

• So that’s where I started! 
• Got my technical license in 2017 (proctored local exam) 
• Studied for about a week or two with hamstudy.org (423 Qs in pool, 35 on 

exam) 

• Now what?



VHF

UHF



VHF/UHF radio

• The famous/infamous Baofeng UV-5R 
• $25 
• Perfect for if you are not sure if the hobby 

is for you!



Range?

• Can I talk to the Pensacola, FL? 

• ☹ not really 
• VHF/UHF are line of sight. 
• At ~5ft high, the curvature of the earth gets in the way after about ~3miles







interest fades

• It was fun configuring my radio and had fun learning all the new things 
so far… 

BUT 
• My current license doesn’t let me do the things movies showed me 
• Those things are new and confusing 
• And to do those things, I need more expensive equipment. 
• Couldn’t find my personnel “point”. Now what?



2020 =  
the perfect time 
to dive in 
further!



So where to start?

• Another round of ham study and got my general license 
• (did it via webcam in my bathroom)



HF





But what about the “now what” problem?

• wont I have the same problem? Just talking with people further away? 
what’s the point? 
• while poking around during exam study, I came across something that 

became the X factor for my experience with ham radio…



Parks on the Air (POTA) 
• Activate Parks 

• Go to designated parks (county, SRAs, national), setup up station, make contacts. (10 = activated)  

• Hunt Parks 
• Stay home, try to talk to people out in parks.



Bought HF Radio Gear

• XIEGU G90 
• ~$440  
• Not the cheapest way to get on HF. But it 

fit the bill for POTA. 
• Portable – very small and light 
• Great builtin ATU – no addon gear needed 
• SDR – very configurable 
• Can be powered by RC lipos 



Parks on the Air (POTA) 
• Gamification!  
• Emphasis on contacts / technical outcomes, 

not “rag chew” 
• Logistics is fun 

• How far can you go? How quickly can you process 
the pile up? How will you setup portal station? 
What route is most efficient? Where in the park is 
easy to access? 2fers?











Somethings I liked along the way

• QSL cards 
• ISS contact 
• SSTV



Thanks!

• There is a loooooooot more to talk about, but hopefully you got a 
taste! 
• zonksec – Tyler Rosonke


